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guarantee of the integrity of the Ottoman Empire;
and the Black Sea was neutralised. Peace was
signed in April. Throughout the Congress the
delegates had been entertained most lavishly by
their host. Every evening there had been a State
banquet, followed by a ball or some other enter-
tainment. Now that their labours had been
consummated, Paris gave herself up to a whirl of
banquets, balls, gala performances at the Opera,
fgtes, and military spectacles. Before returning
to their own countries all the delegates, including
those of the ex-enemy Power, attended a grand
review of the troops which had returned from
the Crimea. As if to emphasise the altered atti-
tude of Europe towards Napoleon, the remaining
months of the year witnessed visits from the future
Emperor William of Germany and the brother of
the Tsar.

Annus mirabilis indeed ! France had won peace
and prosperity, her credit was high, her prestige
greater than it had been for decades, her isolation
had been exchanged for an alliance with her
hereditary foe, her people were contented, all
opposition was silent, and now she had an heir
to the throne. Napoleon had made her the richest
nation in the world, and her capital the envy of
Europe. Had Fate decreed his death at this
juncture, his name would have gone down to
history as that of the greatest benefactor France